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could only set their marks; and an outrageous pursuit
of individual independence, grounded on selfish views,
extinguishes genius as much as despotism does. The
public good of our country is never thought of by men
that hate half their country. Heroes confine their ambition
to be leaders of the mob. Orators seek applause from their
faction, not from posterity; and ministers forget foreign
enemies, to defend themselves against a majority in Parlia-
ment. When any Caesar has conquered Gaul, I will excuse
him for aiming at the perpetual dictature. If he has only
jockeyed somebody out of the borough of Yeii or Falernum,.
it is too impudent to call himself a patriot or a statesman.
Adieu!

1281.   To SIE HOBACE

Arlington Street, Nov. 80,1769.

IF I had writ to you last week, I should have told you
that the scene brightens up for the court, that the petitions
begin to grow ridiculous, and that the opposition have
succeeded lately in no one material point. But as our
climate is changeable, some new clouds have appeared in
the sky. The Irish are the new actors, and will give
trouble; though they began their session with a com-
plaisance not much expected from them, considering how
wrong their heads are. After voting the very necessary
augmentation of three thousand men, they have thrown
out a money bill, and it is a question whether their Parlia-
ment must not be prorogued with a high hand. As any
national calamity is a gain to aspiring patriots, this
contretemps is very pleasing to ours. Then the talk of
a war has done my Lord Chatham more good than
hellebore. It is worth putting off a fit of madness,
when one has a chance of being distracted upon a larger  (Madame du  Deffand to
